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Chandigarh, June 18
Feeling “stifled and humili-
ated”, senior party leader
and Tosham MLA Kiran
Choudhry and her daugh-
ter, a working president of
the state unit, Shruti
Choudhry, today parted
ways with the Congress to
“look ahead”. They are all
set to join the BJP in Delhi
tomorrow.

In her resignation letter to
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, Kiran,
ending her four-decade
association with the Con-
gress, said the state unit
was being run as a “person-
al fiefdom”, leaving no
space for her to raise her
voice for the people she rep-
resented.

The daughter-in-law of a
former CM, Bansi Lal, also
considered the architect of
modern Haryana, a fact she
mentioned in her letter,
Kiran said she was being
“conspired against in a
well-orchestrated and sys-
tematic manner” and had
“chosen to look ahead at a
fresh start”.

In her letter, Shruti, a for-
mer MP from the Bhiwani-
Mahendragarh seat, said
the party had become “one
person-centric who has
compromised the interest
of the party for his selfish
and petty interests”, though
she took no names.

While they are upset with
the Congress for denying
Shruti a ticket from the Bhi-
wani-Mahendragarh seat,
sources said the constant
“humiliation” of being
ignored during campaign-
ing forced her to consider
other options.

“Shruti was denied a tick-
et, even though party sur-
veys gave her a 56 per cent
chance of winning as against
Rao Dan Singh, the party’s

official candidate, who stood
only a 32 per cent chance.
During campaigning, the
Choudhrys were ignored,
even though Bhiwani is
their stronghold. After the
Congress candidate lost, the
party attempted to shift the
blame to her even though

the candidate lost in his own
booth and constituency,” a
close aide said.

Meanwhile, the BJP, look-
ing to make good its loss of
Jat leader Birender Singh
and his son and former Hisar
MP, Brijendra Singh, to the
Congress before the elec-

tions, have decided to induct
the mother-daughter duo
ahead of the Assembly poll.

The sources also said
Kiran could be considered
for the Rajya Sabha seat that
had fallen vacant following
Deepender Hooda’s elec-
tion as Lok Sabha MP from
Rohtak. Her daughter could
get an Assembly ticket.

With her resignation from
the party, it remains to be
seen whether Kiran will
resign from the Vidhan
Sabha as well.

The state Congress is
essentially divided into two
factions. While one faction is
headed by Leader of Opposi-
tion Bhupinder Singh Hoo-
da and his son Deepender,

the other faction has senior
leaders like Sirsa MP
Kumari Selja, Rajya Sabha
MP Randeep Singh Surjew-
ala and former Union minis-
ter Birender Singh and his
son Brijendra. 

Presently, Hooda is calling
the shots in the party. He
managed to get tickets for his
candidates from eight of the
nine seats the party contested
and state unit chief Udai
Bhan is also from his camp.
The general secretary in
charge of Haryana, Deepak
Babaria, is inclined towards
him, party insiders said.
When contacted on the res-
ignations by the Choudhrys,
Hooda said, “The party
remains strong in Haryana.” 

Kiran, daughter Shruti part ways
with Congress, to join BJP today

In resignation letter, claim state party unit being run as ‘personal fiefdom’

STOOD GOOD CHANCE, BUT DENIED TICKET

❝Shruti was denied a ticket, even though party
surveys gave her a 56% chance of winning as
against Rao Dan Singh, the party’s official
candidate, who stood only a 32% chance. The
Choudhrys were ignored, even though Bhiwani is
their stronghold. After the party candidate lost, the
Congress tried to shift the blame to her. A close aide
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Chandigarh, June 18 
In a number game that is con-
tinuously changing in the Vid-
han Sabha, Congress leader
Kiran Choudhry’s resignation
from the party will mean one
MLA less in the House for the
Congress, which is seeking dis-
solution of the Assembly.

The party, which has 29
MLAs in the House after Con-
gress MLA Varun Chaudhry
got elected to the Lok Sabha
from Ambala, will be down to
28 MLAs following
Choudhry’s decision to quit
the party. The Congress also
has the support of three Inde-
pendent MLAs.

The Nayab Singh Saini-led
BJP government now has the
support of 45 MLAs in the 87-
member House. While the BJP
has 41 MLAs of its own, it also
has the support of Indepen-
dent MLA Nayan Pal Rawat,
and Haryana Lokhit Party
MLA Gopal Kanda, as also JJP
MLAs Jogi Ram Sihag and
Ram Niwas Surjakhera.

The BJP requires 44 MLAs
for a majority in the House
while it already has the sup-
port of 45 MLAs. Sources said
Choudhry’s exit from the
Congress would mean an
MLA added to the BJP kitty in
the Vidhan Sabha, taking the
BJP up to 46 MLAs.

As per information,
Choudhry is unlikely to resign
as MLA, even though she quit
the Congress. The sources said
if she decided not to quit, the
Congress can send to the
Speaker in writing that
Choudhry has quit the party

and her membership to the
House should be cancelled.

Once the Speaker gets the
party’s representation, it is for
him to decide whether or not
she can continue as an MLA.
The sources said it was unlike-
ly a decision in this regard
would come anytime soon. 

Further, with the Assembly
elections four months away, the
two JJP MLAs supporting the
BJP and Choudhry will contin-
ue to be members of the House
and will support the BJP in a
trust vote, if it is brought during
the monsoon session. JJP
leader and former Deputy CM
Dushyant Chautala has given a
representation for action
against Sihag and Surjakhera
to the Speaker, which is pend-
ing with him. It is expected that
a Congress representation
against Choudhry will meet 
a similar fate. 

In the 90-member Vidhan
Sabha, Manohar Lal Khattar,
Varun Chaudhry and Inde-
pendent MLA Ranjit Singh
resigned as MLAs while
Independent MLA Rakesh
Daultabad died following a
heart attack. However, Saini
has been inducted into the
House as MLA.

Congress House
strength down by
another MLA

NOW, BJP TALLY 46
The BJP requires 44 MLAs
for a majority in the House
while it already has the
support of 45 MLAs.
Sources said Choudhry’s
exit from the Congress
would mean an MLA added
to the saffron party’s kitty
in the Vidhan Sabha, tak-
ing the BJP up to 46 MLAs. 
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Chandigarh, June 18 
Leader of Opposition
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
today said that there was an
outcry in the state due to a
shortage of electricity and
water, but the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) could
not fulfil even the basic
needs of the public, and

hence had no right to
remain in power.

He claimed that during the
Congress tenure, Haryana
had become power surplus.
“The state has many power
plants and production
capacity of its own and is
capable of meeting the
needs of the state,” he said.

“The BJP is not producing
enough electricity from
these plants. Many units
are closed. Due to this, the
state has to depend on pri-
vate companies. No new
plant was started in the past
10 years,” he said.

“Private companies take
advantage of the shortage
of electricity and sell it to
the government at expen-
sive rates. The payment is
made by looting the hard-
earned money of the com-
mon people,” he added.

No power plant
set up in 10 yrs,
says Hooda 

‘State has to depend
on private firms’ 

FI
LE

P
H

O
TO

Hisar, June 18
Congress’ Sirsa MP Kumari
Selja today said the entire sys-
tem of the NEET (UG exam)
examination had come under
scanner, adding that it should
be reconducted.

Interacting with mediaper-
sons here, she said the BJP-led
Central Government should
re-conduct the NEET exam. 

Selja said after the last date
for applying for the NEET (UG)-
2024 examination on March 16,
the National Testing Agency
(NTA) had opened the registra-
tion window for two days on
April 9-10. In these two days,
24,246 new applications were
filled in 24 hours, she added. 

Selja further said the NTA
and Ministry of Education
were unable to provide infor-
mation on how many of these
applicants qualified and how
many became the top rankers.

The Lok Sabha MP Selja
said in the last five years,
13,000-15,000 students scored
between 620 and 720 marks,
but this time, the figure saw a
five-fold increase as 58,263 stu-
dents had scored in this brack-
et. “Notably, only the number
of high-scoring students
increased, while there was no
significant increase in the
number of low-scoring stu-
dents. In fact, there has been a
decrease in this category of
students,” she said.

The Sirsa MP said if all the
links related to the exam
across the country are connect-
ed, it was evident that there
had been large-scale malprac-

tices, paper leaks, and various
other kinds of settings. 

In the matter of giving can-
didates their desired centres,
the Gujarat police had so far
arrested five people, from
whom cheques for Rs 2.3 crore
were seized. The Bihar police
had arrested 13 persons for
their involvement in the
paper leak case, she added.

“The police also found burnt
NEET papers, but why is the
NTA refusing to acknowledge
this?” Selja further said.

Selja said due to the loss of
time, 1,563 students were giv-
en grace marks, but neither
was the NTA’s governing

body consulted for approval,
nor was it disclosed who rec-
ommended the grace marks
formula for the loss of time. 

“The Supreme Court has set
the hearing date for NTA’s
response on July 8, so why
isn’t the counseling date
being postponed from July 6,”
she said. She further said the
NEET scandal impacted the
future of 2.4 million students
in the country so instead of
protecting the favorites, the
Central Government should
immediately announce the
cancellation of the exam and
declare a new date for the
same. — TNS  

Reconduct NEET exam: Selja

Sirsa MP Kumari Selja meets supporters at her residence in Hisar.

CENTRE TOYING WITH STUDENTS’ FUTURE 

❝The kinds of malpractices that have been
exposed so far clearly show that the Central
Government is shattering the dreams of millions of
students, who want to become doctors. The NTA and
Ministry of Education are continuously misleading the
Supreme Court and the candidates. Kumari Selja, SIRSA MP

Kurukshetra, June 18
Unhappy with the capping of 8
quintal per acre on the procure-
ment of sunflower crop, the
BKU (Charuni) has requested
the government to increase the
capping to at least 10 quintal an
acre. The procurement for sun-
flower seeds is on and farmers
said due to favourable weather
conditions, there was an
increase of one to two quintal
per acre in yield. They were
harvesting 9 to 11 quintal of
sunflower seeds per acre. 

As per data, nearly 1.15 lakh
quintal seeds have been pro-

cured at grain markets of
Ambala district, while over 1.79
lakh quintal have been pro-
cured in Kurukshetra district
so far. The produce is being
procured by HAFED at an
MSP of Rs 6,760 a quintal. 

Union spokesman Rakesh
Bains said, “An increase in the
yield has been registered and
farmers have been reporting a
yield of 9 to 11 quintal per acre.
The capping should be
increased to at least 10 quintal
per acre. Farmers who had cul-
tivated mustard before sun-
flower were not able to get reg-

istration done on MFMB portal
and hence were not able to sell
their produce on MSP to the
procurement agency.”

Union chief Gurnam Singh
Charuni said, “We have raised
the matter with the agriculture
department and the district
administration, but there has
been no positive response so
far.” Meanwhile, Deputy Direc-
tor Agriculture Karam Chand,
said: “The issues have been
taken up with the headquar-
ters and the directions from
the higher authorities will be
implemented.” — TNS

Raise sunflower purchase cap: BKU (C) 

Our Correspondent

Sirsa, June 18
The former secretary-general
of the Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP), Digvijay Singh Chauta-
la, said the JJP had suffered
losses due to the opposition
faced by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) from public in the
Lok Sabha elections. 

Addressing mediapersons
here on Monday, he said the
JJP was prepared for the
upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in the state, and leaders
and workers of the party
would conduct outreach cam-
paigns at the state level. 

Chautala said if any worker
was upset for any reason,
efforts would be made to
appease them with respect
and dignity. He said his party
also had to face opposition
along with the BJP. 

He further said in the Lok
Sabha elections, voters had
cast their votes for or against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, but the scenario in the
state election would be com-
pletely different as the votes
would be cast on the basis of

regional issues.
Chautala said the JJP was

analysing the results of the
Lok Sabha elections and find-
ing ways to rectify shortcom-
ings, if any. He claimed that
people were  unhappy with the
Haryana Employment Skill
Development Corporation. 

He said the JJP had to pay
the price for the BJP’s wrong
policies, adding that his party
had formed an alliance with
the saffron party to fulfil
promises, but the BJP backed
off at the last moment.

Chautala further said the
JJP would contest all 90 seats
in the state poll this year. He
said the Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections dealt with
different issues. In the state

poll, the competition would
be among three or four par-
ties. He said once again, the
JJP’s influence would be felt,
and they would form the gov-
ernment in Haryana, with
Dushyant Chautala being the
Chief Minister.

The party leader said the
JJP would soon prepare its
strong organisation in the
state, and within a week, an
executive committee would
be formed in Haryana. 

The organisation would be
fully capable of fighting for
the future of the state. Chau-
tala said their dedicated and
hardworking party workers
would be included to make
the organisation more 
effective. 

Anger against BJP damaged
JJP’s prospects, says Digvijay 

‘BJP DIDN’T FULFIL ITS PROMISES’
■ The former secretary-general of the Jannayak Janta Party

(JJP), DDiiggvviijjaayy  SSiinngghh  CChhaauuttaallaa, said his party had to pay
the price for the BJP’s wrong policies, adding that the par-
ty had formed an alliance with the saffron party to fulfil
promises, but the BJP backed off at the last moment.

■ He said in the Lok Sabha elections, voters had cast their
votes for or against Prime Minister Narendra Modi, but the
scenario in the state poll would be completely different as
the votes would be cast on the basis of regional issues.
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